Antibodies to papillomavirus genus-antigens in women with genital warts.
Thirty-three sera from women symptom-free for papillomatous disease and 27 sera from women with flat or exophytic genital warts were examined for the presence of IgG and IgM antibodies to papillomavirus (PV) genus-antigens. For this purpose, sera were challenged with genus-antigens extracted from both human and bovine purified virions of PVs, in a micro solid-phase enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA). The assay performed with PV genus-antigens of human origin showed that in women with genital warts, IgG antibodies were present in a percentage of 70.37% and IgM antibodies in a percentage of 40.74%; in apparently uninfected women, IgG and IgM antibodies were present in a percentage of 54.54% and 24.24% respectively. When sera were challenged with PV genus-antigens of bovine origin for IgG antibody class, positivity was 70.37% in women with genital disease and 45.45% in symptom-free women. IgG and IgM antibody response in women with and without papillomatous genital lesions is discussed.